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Qu stlon USSR # 6 Have any spsoial steps been urdertaken to incorporate
the Baltic Republics into the Soviet Union.

r# 6: The first steps of the Soviet government to conquer the Baltic
ublios . andincorporate than into the USSR were taken right after the

co elusion of the treaties between Germany and Russia deliminating their
reipsective spheres of influence ‘23 •August and 28 September•1939). The
SO 'et government proceeded gradual'? in thici:in Order to lend a cloak of .
1 sality to its actions. Estonia had to sign pact of mutual non-aggressiOn .

d assistance with the Soviet government in September 1939 and'atcthat
had_to give certain...bases in its, territory to Soviet Russia., A similar

ciedurs lateraidaPted with Lithuania and Latvia. ihe concession of
oh basest was always connected with the stationing of Russiaa troops at . L'

ose places. linable to expect help from anybody, the Baltro. states had to
eii.dure these whacks on their sovereignty whether. they liked them or not.
The .Baltic governments Hoped to avoid a worse fate by being subservient to
a Soviet 'Government.

Similar proposals were made to (Pinland,1 hut Finland refused to accept,
en; the warand Finland's defeat resulted. This seamed to confirm the

'dont of the course of the Baltic governments.
proved	 r"	 .

laterdevelopmeats lisstridsod that the. Soviet govermsent had decided tight
;from the start to incorporate the Baltic states into the Soviet Union. "The
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ots of non-eggressim and assistance -were nothing but the preparatory	 .
•stages on e road towards that Mal they served the Soviet government
iirj.. lending a cloak of legality to its actions.

i .	 ... 	 .
• After tie Soviet government had ocCupied the.bases(Liepaia, Tallinin,

etc.) and broitght large contingents of troops into the Baltic republics,
it provoked iirddents,following a definite echeme. These incidents were'
taken; tts so pretext for accusing the governments of the-Baltic states of. -
having brOken the treaties; and lager contingents of troops were brought
in for "security" reasons.. : , Sootaftertsards the governments of the2Baltio
states were overthrown one "after the other with the aid of red ..bayonets
and were replaced by new governments formed with. the active harp of Russian

t•,,,, ..e.N	 enisearies(VyshinskI, etd.). These governments consisted of psis sons
i controlled•.by RUsidans and forced the Soviet system on their peoples..	 ..
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It was only one Step from there to the acceptance by the Soviet Union of
the requests of ftbese young Soviet states to be incorporated into the
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics. This action was, celebrated as an
expression of the free will of the Baltic peoples.

In order to' prevent any resistance right from the start, .the . Soviet
government initiated sass arrests and deportations of former4i;lvernment
officials and other representatives of the former leading ciresos(officers,
politicians, intellectuals, business leaders, etc.) immediately after the
formation of the new Baltic governments. After the incorporation of the
Baltic states into the Soviet Union these arrests otn:tinued on an increased
scale. The victixas amounted-to several tens of thousands. After a short
interruption the arrests and deportations set in with: new vigor just barer°
the German invasion in 1941.

During the cow se of the War vith .Germany the Baltic States were
temporarily lost to th.6 Soviet Union. This loss wai considered by the Soviet'
government to be no different from the temporary abandonment of Russian aid' c.

'Ukrainian territory. The . Baltic states were considered to be an inseparable
and integral part , of the USSR because their peoples had expressed their Will I
to become part of the • Soviet Union in a "free election in 1940..

There in a provision in the Soiiet constitution to. the effect that any .- \t-.'t
Union republic has the right to secede fro* the Union if it Si desires.
realization 'of such a desire is of Aches°, entirely unthinkable. Any symptoms 10
of such an intention would be surpressed immediately by the murk_	 .

.	 .	 .	 .
From the standpoint of power polities and economy the possessiaof

• the Baltic. 'states is an absolute necessity for the Soviet..thaion. Without
them access to thetBalt'ic . Sea would be closed to the USSR. Peter the Great
did not fight, in vain a bloody liar which lasted El years at the beginning.'
orthe eighteenth century to conquer. the Baltic states. Liepaja is the only
icehfree, harbor the Soyiet Union possesses on the Baltic Sea. (Rote - I .•
Tnenigsberg was only ecently:acquireri)... The Soviet Ihilon. will therefore
nevers abandon its pOsition ine- the Baltie states and Will be willing to
defend it with ill , the means at its diepOsal. •


